Malines: The Fifth Conversation

that the Report should not be published rill the P.B. question was
done with. I regret these views both of Batiffol and our Arch-
bishops. But as regards the latter there seems to be no more to be
said. "We must (regretfully) acquiesce.14

But Halifax had a good deal more to say. The Reports,
whole and undivided, must be published; with the consent of
the Romans or without it; with an Introduction by the Arch-
bishop or without it; with the signatures of his colleagues or
without them. So much he owed to the cause of Reunion, to
Mercier, to Portal, to his own work. On June lyth, his age and
recent illness notwithstanding, he travelled to Paris to discover
the truth for himself.

The situation at Rome [he reported to the Archbishop] owing
to Cardinal Bourne and Cardinal Gasquet's action, (I should say
intrigues) is that the Pope's mind has been changed and that a
message has been sent Archbishop Van Roey that the Conversa-
tions at Malines must cease and that those (the Frenchmen) who
took part in them must not publish their report as had been agreed
to at our last meeting at Malines-----15

All the same, he had carried away a distinct impression that
many of the French Catholics would not be sorry if the rude
and undisciplined Anglicans set authority at defiance and pub-
lished the French Report.- That in fact was what Halifax
wished and intended to do. He now told Dr. Kidd to push on
with the work; and when the Archbishop, who could not face
this drastic action with the same equanimity, tried to interpose
a veto, he wrote him a positively threatening letter.

Through the whole of that summer he fought the battle for
publication with a tenacity and impatience which belied his
eighty-eight years. *I shall say nothing and do it,*1* he wrote
fiercely to his son. Those who crossed his path were 'owls' and
'traitors/ In short he made it quite dear that he meant what he
said and that if the official publication of the Reports were de-